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Behold, | set before you today a blessing and a curse.

Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim - »aw) s9wN
N9 TN My ,9n°a — Ashrei Yoshvei beitecha, od
yehalelucha selah. Fortunate are those who stay in
Your house; they will continually praise You
forever. Fortunate is the man who has strength in
You, in whose heart are the highways.

We can see here that the possuk that we say at the
beginning of Tehilla Ledovid comes from a different
chapter in Tehillim. The possuk Ashrei Yoshvei
beitecha is sourced in a completely different chapter
in Tehillim to the rest of the chapter that we say three
times daily.

The Dubno Maggid explains that the entire chapter
of Tehilla Ledovid is occupied with praise for
Hashem, and this is a worthy introduction to this
chapter.

In order for a person to correctly praise Hashem,
enumerating His many attributes and deeds
accurately, he must be someone who has his own
understanding of Hashem’s omnipresence and
powers. A simple person cannot fathom what it is he
1s praising. Each person praises Hashem according to
his understanding, appreciation and ability.

The chapter of Tehilla Ledovid must be of the highest
levels of praise, with the maximum understanding of
how Hashem runs His world. For that purpose, only
someone who dwells in your house is appropriate.
There are three types of people who spend time in the
Bet Hamedrash. Some merely dwell in your house.
They don’t learn or daven much, they aren’t busy
with avodat Hashem, but they do spend time in a holy
place. The next level is those who will continually
praise You forever. These people who not only
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spend their time in the Beit Haknesset, they are
constantly praising Hashem, saying Tehillim and
davening for their needs. The third and highest level
is alluded to in the next possuk Fortunate is the man
who has strength in You, in whose heart are the
highways. He not only spends time in the Beit
Haknesset, he busies himself with Hashem’s
strength, which Chazal tell us means the Torah. He
learns Hashem’s Torah and fills himself with
knowledge of Him and His ways.

For a person to be able to say Tehilla Ledovid, he
needs to first be someone who dwells in his house,
who can appreciate Hashem’s greatness. When he
proceeds to daven in Hashem’s house, and then
spend time learning in Hashem’s house, his Tehilla
Ledovid will be complete.

This is the introduction to the explanation of this
possuk.

The possuk starts with the words N Ax9 — Re’eh
Anochi — behold I am. The word » N — Anochi
seems to be superfluous. If the Torah would have
written 059 NN XY, it would have been
sufficient. Why did the Torah add a word?

The Ohr Hachaim explains that the intention of the
Torah is to teach Klal Yisroel to choose Olam Haba,
and to disparage everything this world has to offer.
The person doing this job needs to know both parts of
the equation, he needs to know and appreciate both
Olam Haba and Olam Hazeh. He needs to understand
both of the options, he needs to know exactly what
each of them can offer, and he can then make an
informed credible decision.



If he could not prove that he was fully aware of
both sides, they would not accept his advice.
People will merely say that he never tasted Olam
Hazeh and he doesn’t know how enjoyable it is. If
he does not know what Olam Haba tastes like, he
will likewise not be believed. Why should anyone
believe someone regarding something he never saw
himself?

For this reason, Moshe Rabbeinu announced
himself as the one giving the advice, he was
showing them why they should take his advice. He
was a rich man, he grew up in the house of Par’oh,
where he lacked for nothing, and he was also the
King of Klal Yisroel, who had the honor, respect
and love of the entire nation. The passuk tells us
DY) 9N 17 N9 — my friend is good looking and
pleasant, which the Zohar explains to be
describing Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe Rabbeinu was
certainly fully knowledgeable about the enjoyment
of this world.

Moshe Rabbeinu had also spent time in Heaven,
when he spent 40 days receiving the Torah. He
spoke to mal’ochim and heard what they had to
say, and he could see everything that was available
in the Heavenly spheres. He was extremely
knowledgeable of both this world and the next, he
knew what each had to offer. He was fully qualified
to teach Klal Yisroel how to choose between Olam
Hazeh and Olam Haba.

The passuk is to be read as a message from Moshe
Rabbeinu to Klal Yisroel that they should see him
)N, they should see for themselves how he,
Moshe Rabbeinu himself, who knew everything
there was to know about both worlds, is advising
them to choose life, to choose the world to come.

If someone were to argue with Moshe Rabbenu and
tell him that money is important, Moshe could
easily refute him, as he had seen the house of
Par’oh. They can’t tell him that he is too lofty to
understand money, because he had seen large
amounts of money in his life, and it did not impress
him. Additionally, Moshe Rabbenu was extremely
rich from the byproduct of the Luchot — the tablets.
Moshe Rabbenu was far from poor, he was a very
rich man. Yet he understood that money is nothing
compared to really keeping Mitzvot.

If someone answers Moshe Rabbenu with a claim,
“Who went up to Gan Eden or down to Gethenom
to see how it is there? Why should we believe in
it?”

Moshe Rabbenu has an answer for them. He
himself spent forty days in Heaven, he knew what
it is all about.

This Moshe Rabbenu could truly place two options
in front of Klal Yisroel and tell them not to be
foolish and to choose the right path.
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The Torah was given to Klal Yisroel at Har Sinai,
more than 39 years earlier, why are they only now
told that they have a choice between good and its
opposite?

The Sifsei Cohen (a Talmid of the Arizal) writes
that the time will come when Klal Yisroel will
want to overthrow the yoke of Torah from their

shoulders. They will claim that times are different
and the Torah was not given for those times. The
Torah is telling us that the Torah was given today,
every day of the lifetime of the earth. As long as
they exist, the Torah is current and relevant, and
there is no excuse about the changed times.
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Many Mefarshim ask about the change in terms.
First, the Torah uses the word Ax49 — re’eh — see,
which is said to an individual. The Torah then says
05%aY Jm — | set before you, in a language that
speaks to multiple people.

Many answers are given for this:

1. The Vilna Ga’on explains that this is a lesson to
each individual of Klal Yisroel not to allow himself
to be led astray through the public. If many people
are on the wrong path, it should not be a reason for
a person to follow them, before researching himself
if they are correct or not. Moshe Rabbenu was
telling them that each person should behold on his
own, he cannot rely on someone else’s beholding.

2. The Ibn Ezra explains that the repair and
solution to the public’s issues is only through the
individual. If we want to repair Klal Yisroel’s
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problems, we do it through individuals. If each
person repairs his own averot and cleans up his life
from anything that shouldn’t exist, the entire Klal
Yisroel will also be repaired and the Ge’ula can
come.

3. The Chatam Sofer explains this point based on
a Gemara in Kidushin: a person should view
himself as though he were exactly half-liable
and half-meritorious. In other words he should
act as though the plates of his scale are
balanced, so that if he performs one mitzva he is
fortunate, as he tilts his balance to the scale of
merit. If he transgresses one prohibition, woe to
him, as he tilts his balance to the scale of
liability.

Moshe Rabbenu is teaching us that each person
should see himself as on the border between liable



and meritorious. He is the only one who can uphold
the entire world through his actions. If he does
another Mitzvah, the entire world will be elevated
thanks to him. If he does one Avera, the entire
world will suffer along with him. It is all in the
hands of the individual.

(2,8 B2129) ..

4. Reb Mendel of Kotzk explained that Hashem
gives everyone equally, that is done in the plural
fashion. However, not everyone sees things in the
same way. The Beholding is done by each
individual on his own.
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The two Tzadikim, Reb Bunim of Pershischa and
Reb Itzikel of Vorka, heard about a secret Tzadik
who lived in a small village somewhere. They went
together for a Shabbos to spend time with him and
learn from his ways. When they arrived there, close
to Shabbos, they asked him if they could stay with
him for Shabbos. It was late, they would have
nowhere to go, and he allowed them in. He saw that
they were important people, and he warned them
that he was a simple person, with simple customs.
He indeed davened quickly and made a simple
Kiddush and Seudah.

The two Tzadikim wanted to try and bring some
Torah to the table and one of them said "N NN4 —
re’eh anochi — behold the Anochi. A person must
always behold the 9*»9N 7n »9)X — anochi Hashem
Elokecha — I am Hashem your G-d.

The second Tzadik said a different explanation.
Moshe Rabbenu was telling Klal Yisroel that if
they want to increase their Yirat Shamayim and
spiritual level, they should Behold me, they should
look at the Tzadik.

They then turned to their host and asked him to say
something on the Parsha. They came to learn
something from him.

The hidden Tzadik, Reb Zvi Hersh, told them, “I
say the meaning is Behold me — only look at
yourself, stop searching in other people’s hidden
places. Search for your own failings, and don’t try
and uncover other people’s secrets.”

This is certainly true regarding us. We should not
be looking into other people’s business, we should
only look at ourselves.
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If there will be among you a needy person, from one of your brothers in one of your cities, in your
land that Hashem, your G-d, is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, and you shall not close
your hand from your needy brother. Rather, you shall open your hand to him, and you shall lend

him sufficient funds to fill his lack, which he is lacking...

For there will never cease to be needy

within the land. Therefore, | command you, saying, you shall surely open your hand to your
brother, to your poor one, and to your needy one in your land.

The Sefer veshalal lo yechsar asks, why does the
Torah start off telling us that we should open our
hands and grant him sufficient funds to fill his
lack, whereas later in the Parsha the Torah tells us
to open our hands to our brother, without
mentioning that we must give him everything that
he lacks.

The Gemara tells us that we have to be thankful to
the fraudsters, because if not for them, we would be
sinning every day. When a poor person asks for
alms and we refuse, he can complain to Hashem,
and that would be considered a sin.

Rashi explains, that now that we know there are
fraudsters, we are not turning our eyes away from
the, we merely think he is a fraudster.

These fraudsters are the ones that allow us to get
away with not giving too much Tzedaka.

Now, if the poor man is a local one, we have an
easy time figuring out the person’s situation. We
can know if he owns real estate, has a well-paying
job and spends money on nonsense. We have no
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excuse not to give him the full amount that he
needs. However, a beggar that is from a different
town, where we cannot accurately discern his
situation, is easier to discount as a faker and
fraudster.

In the first possuk, we are discussing one of your
brothers in one of your cities. This is the person
whom you know, he lives in your city and you
know if he is really poor or not. This person needs
your wallet open until he has everything he needs,
you know how poor he is, you know how much he
needs to live, and you must give him everything
that he lacks.

However, when the second Possuk is talking, it is
referring to the needy within the land. Somewhere
in Eretz Yisroel there will be a poor man who
needs money. You should give him something,
don’t send him away empty-handed. But you are
not obligated to give him everything that he asks
for, because he may be a fraudster.



The story is told with two Tzadikim, Reb Bunim
of Pershischa and Reb Duvid of Lelov who went
collecting together for a poor man.

They came to a town in which they were not known
and they went into the house of a rich man. This
person was not a generous person, and when they
came to him, he started to yell at them, “Go to
work already!”

Eventually, it became known in town who these
two collectors were, and the rich man searched
them out, and when he met them he fell to their
knees to ask them forgiveness, excusing
themselves that they did not recognize them.

Reb Bunim told him that he cannot forgive him.
His own insult could be overlooked, but he could
not overlook the insult that was done to the poor
man that the two were collecting for. I cannot
forgive him for someone else’s insults. The only
way that you can repair this sin, is through making

sure that every single beggar that comes your way
will be receive a generous donation, and you will
ask them forgiveness for insulting the honor of all
beggars worldwide. The person accepted the
complaint and from then made sure he gave out
money with an open hand and heart.

The Kelemer Maggid once spoke to the public,
and he told them, “Listen to me, rich men among
you. Be careful to give money to poor people,
because if you don’t give them anything, they will
suffer so much this year, that they will all die of
hunger.

If you don’t care that they die, you are even happy
that they will stop badgering you for money.

The Torah promises us that For there will never
cease to be needy within the land, you will never
be able to totally get rid of the poor. If they die, you
rich people will have to take their place, and you
will be the poor ones.”
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You are sons to Hashem your G-d...

In the Sefer Vekarata Lashabbat Oneg, a story
with the Chafetz Chaim is quoted. Somebody
went to the Chafetz Chaim and asked him about
the situation of the Torah world at the time — “Why
do we need Mitnagdim and Chassidim in the
world? And why are there so many different groups
of Chassidim in the world, this group stresses
davening, this one is all about the simcha a person
should have, another one is obsessed with the
Rebbe, and yet another is all about learning Torah.
Why do we need so many groups?”

The Chafetz Chaim answered, “before asking this
question, ask another. Why does the Czar need so
many_different divisions in his army? He has the
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cavalry, the infantry, generals and advisors, the
Navy and the secret police. Why are they all
necessary?”

The answer is obvious, the army has a multi-
faceted job, and different platoons and skills are
needed for each job. A foot soldier cannot fight on
the seas, and the cavalry cannot keep track of the
enemies’ movements. Each section is necessary for
its job.

Klal Yisroel is the same, we all need to collectively
fight the Yetzer Hara and bring the world to its
complete repair. Each sub section of Klal Yisroel
does it in its own way, until eventually the war will
be won and Moshiach will be here.
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